
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 3
Genesis 3:1-5 - The Serpent

Chapter 3 takes a wild turn. The serpent appears and begins directly attacking the word(s) of God to Adam and Eve 
regarding the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  He attempts to introduce doubt and confusion to God’s 
initial directive.  Let’s remember what God had actually said:

Genesis 2:16-17 - The LORD God commanded the man, saying, "From any tree of the garden you may eat 
freely; 17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you 
eat from it you will surely die."

The serpent starts out his “crafty” conversation passively and then turns to full on attack of God’s word.

v. 1 - Question: “did God say?”
v. 4 - Lie: “You will not surely die!”
v. 5 - Offer: “if you eat from it, your eyes will be opened and you will be like God”

This is good insight into the way this evil one works, not only in the Garden of Eden, but for the rest of human 
history (to the present).

Origin of Serpent:  Though scholars and students make plenty of speculation, in the text itself, nothing is said of the 
origin of this serpent character.  We will understand by the end chapter 3 that this figure is evil and puts himself at odds 
with God and his creation. As someone reads the narrative of chapters 1 and 2, the sudden appearance of this “crafty 
serpent” is just that - sudden.  We will read nothing in the book of Genesis about where he came from, what led him to this 
rebellion, and how long he had been an adversary (nor are there answers as to whether he was a literal serpent/snake).

But this silence actually contains a message.  He shows up suddenly and is bent towards evil, deception and attacking 
humans.  We are told he is crafty.  For those who are familiar with the rest of the Biblical story and who are endeavoring 
to live for the LORD in this day, we can quickly recognize these traits.  

1 Peter 5:8 - Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour.

John 8:44b (NIV) - ...He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. 
When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

Living Faith Christian Church | Warwick, Rhode Island | livingfaithri.org/noon

https://livingfaithri.org/noon/


We’re all curious about how this all happened but what God does tell us is clear: the serpent is crafty, he shows up 
uninvited and through lies, deceit and pressure is trying to trick, lure, and attack God and his people.  If that’s all we’re 
given to know about his existence and purpose, that is plenty.

Side Note: we don’t have the time to look at it today, but it is interesting in light of this to see how Jesus, (called the 
“second Adam” in Romans) handles his very early encounter with the devil (see Matthew 4 & Luke 4).  He answers each 
temptation with the phrase “it is written”, a clear contrast to Eve’s inability to hold fast to the word of God.

Genesis 3:6-8 - The “Fall” Of Humans

Eve considers the serpent’s offer and “saw” that the tree was good for food and the end goal of its fruit was to 
“make one wise” took the bait (bite?) (Eve: hmm...the fruit from this tree doesn’t look bad!  Maybe this serpent guy 
is right?!).  She eats from tree of the knowledge of good and evil and passes a piece of the forbidden fruit to Adam. 
 He too eats, and everything changes.  Immediate consequences are experienced and now Adam and Eve have “open 
eyes” to see evil.  As a result, they feel that their nakedness is bad and make fig-leaf coverings.  Things are 
heading downhill.

Genesis 3:9-13 - God Talks With His Creation

God is heard walking in the Garden (God is dwelling/communing with humans on the earth!) and this prompts the now 
changed man and woman to hide.  Yet, God calls to them.  God’s initial response to the first sin - He is pursuing Adam & 
Eve and asking “where are you?”  Obviously this question isn’t because He doesn’t know but actually gives us insight 
into His heart in light of this moment.  Rather than coming down and destroying them or rebuking them instantly, his 
question is perhaps providing them with an opportunity to make things right!  Can you imagine how the story could have 
turned out!?

Adam’s initial response is rooted in honesty (I’m afraid, I’m hiding…) but then quickly turns to defensiveness and 
deflection upon further questions being asked.  Adam blames Eve and by extension God himself, and Eve blames the 
serpent.  No one accepts responsibility for their own actions and choices and as a result, God will lay out the 
consequences to each of them.

There were a few moments where things could have turned out differently.  Let’s consider that for a moment:

1 - Eve could have rejected the serpents offer outright
2 - Eve could have gone to God and asked for help before she made her decision
3 - After Eve ate, and hands fruit to Adam, Adam could have rejected her offer and/or gone to God for clarity.
4 - Adam (and Eve) could have responded to God’s inquiry with “God, we messed up...what can we do to make 
this right?” rather than blame and excuses for their sin.

Why bring these points up?  Because we are learning about the fundamental relationship of humans and God and one 
of the lessons we should glean is that Adam and Eve had options other than falling into sin.  And with every 
temptation we have, we too have options other than sinning.  This should both convict and encourage us.  Conviction 
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that we are foolish and prideful and need God’s help because we too fall for the serpent’s trick.  And 
encouragement because we do not have to choose sin! As Paul will write:

1 Corinthians 10:13 (ESV) - No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and 
he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of 
escape, that you may be able to endure it.

We should learn from our 1st ancestor about the false promises of temptation & the way to respond when we do sin. 
 Rather than making excuses, blaming others (or even the devil!), acknowledgment/repentance/asking for help should be 
our response.

Genesis 3:14-15 - Serpent Cursed

Genesis 1 and 2 were filled with the phrases expressing goodness and blessing.  And now we have “cursing” as a 
result of Adam and Eve’s sin.

The serpent is the first to be cursed. He is brought low and denounced and then a promise of total destruction is 
given.  God declares that humans and the evil serpent will be at odds (enmity) and although the serpent will have 
some success (bruising heels), it will be through a descendant of Eve that the head of the serpent will eventually 
be crushed.

Dust you will eat. “Being restricted to crawling on the ground would necessarily involve "eating dust," although 
that is not the diet of the serpent. The idea of being brought low, of "eating dust" as it were, is a symbol of 
humiliation.” (NET Bible Note, Genesis 3:14)

Genesis 3:16 - Woman Cursed

The woman is the next to be cursed.  The result of sin will lead to pain in childbirth, misdirected and unfulfilled 
desires and will mean that the man will “rule” over the woman.

Genesis 3:17-19 - Man Cursed

Finally, Adam is is cursed.  His punishment includes the ground itself being cursed (thorns and thistles).  Also work, 
initially designed to be a blessing will difficult and unfruitful (toil, sweat).  Man’s focus will be on his work 
while his wife’s will be on her husband leading to misdirected and unmet expectations and desires.  Worst of all, 
Adam has now begun to die (returning to dust).  He will no longer enjoy the Garden and he will no longer live 
forever.

It is amazing how so many of the problems of our world can be understood in light of understanding this Biblical story. 
 The creation itself is now broken (from thorns to thunderstorms).  Work is hard and never done.  Personal relationships 
are dysfunctional, whether between husbands and wives or warring nations.  And people die.  Rich and poor, wise and 
foolish, righteous or rebellious.  Everyone dies and will die (Ecc. 2:16).  Why is it all like this now?  Because God said it 
would be.
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Genesis 3:20-24 - Banishment from the Garden

The final verses of this chapter tell the story of Adam and Eve’s banishment from Eden.  Things have changed and 
they are no longer able to live in Paradise.  God gives them garments and sends them away.  

The text tells us that one of the main reasons for their removal is that they can no longer have access to the tree 
of life (v. 22).  God explains that if Adam and Eve continued in the Garden, they would be able to still eat from 
the Tree of Life and if they did, they would “live forever”.  (This supports the idea we looked at in chapter 2 about 
immortality being found in something outside of humans.)

So Adam and Eve leave the Garden and God places angelic guardians (cherubim) and a “flaming sword” to ensure 
humans will not get to the tree.  Wow.  Adam and Eve will still live and work the land, still stewarding the 
creation as God had desired (v. 23), and God will still be interacting with them - but make no mistake - EVERYTHING 
has changed and for the next few chapters, things for humans are only going to get worse.  But for now we will 
pause to take in all that we’ve read.

A few (of the many) lessons from Genesis 3: The core temptation of the serpent was an attempt to paint God as restrictive 
and not the source of all good things.  Remember the devil’s final lie to Eve was this:

Genesis 3:4-5 (NLT) - "You won't die!" the serpent replied to the woman. 5 "God knows that your eyes will be opened 
as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good and evil."

You won’t die and you can be like God.  The ironic thing was that Adam and Eve were already in the image of God and the 
only thing they lacked was “evil”.  Yet the devil was able to spin his offer of death and rebellion into a nicely wrapped 
package.  This origin story of the downfall of humans tells us so much about our lives today.  The devil is still making this 
offer day in and day out - “God is holding out on you, come with me and I’ll show you a better way to live, a better and 
quicker way to have pleasure and fulfillment.  You can be like God!”

As we all hopefully know by now, the devil himself rarely shows up and directly offers these things in this way.  Remember, 
he’s crafty.  Instead he offers these things through his influences in the world around us.  But the offer is no different. 
 His temptations in our lives are attempts for us to get from him something we can only truly get from our Creator.  What 
we really “lack” in life are things that if consumed will actually lead to our death.  Like it was with Adam and Eve, this 
death is eventual and gradual more often than it is immediate - but death nonetheless.

The appeal to “be like God” is more subtle than we may think.  If we think about God’s characteristics, it is to be 
omnipotent (all powerful), omniscient (all knowing) and omnipresent (ability to be everywhere).  Isn’t this the pull of the 
evil age we live in.  That we can do it ourselves (power), that we can get the information we need on our own, “don’t tell 
me what to do”, and we know what is best (knowledge).  And of course we all feel the tremendous pull on our lives in this 
busy age to be everywhere and do everything (think: omnipresent).

The appeal to our own lives about being “like God” is not that we’re tempted to sit enthroned in the heavens or be 
worshipped necessarily - but it is the appeal to be the ruler of our own lives.  This is a place not reserved for created 
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things.  If we are created, then we have a creator and by implication, our creator is supreme.  It is the creator that knows 
the way his design should work best.  We may have ideas, but our best attempts at being “Lords” of our own lives are not 
good or right. 

And knowing this, the evil one will try and tempt us to take the place in our lives that is reserved for God alone.  This was 
his original offer to Eve and it is the subtle and tempting offer of the evil age we live in.  Watch out sons of Adam and 
daughters of Eve.  Don’t be like mom and dad.

Instead, we should surrender (and stay surrendered) to Jesus as our Lord.  Jesus, who like Adam was created in the image of 
God, did not follow the pattern of Adam.  When humans reached out to grab fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil, they were reaching for an opportunity to be “like God” (Genesis 3:5) Yes Jesus “did not regard equality with God a 
thing to be grasped” (Philippians 2:6).  Instead, Jesus humbled himself and gave himself for others so that the human race 
might be redeemed and that a return to Paradise might be made available.  Jesus shows us how to overcome temptation of the 
evil one and since he was tempted, but never sinned, can come to the aid of those who need it to help them overcome (Hebrews 
2:18).

This entire story can point us to Jesus.  And that is ultimately God’s intention.  For as we read, in the midst of the cursing 
of humanity and the world itself, God inserts the promise of a snake crusher to come.  The bad news is that the struggle 
between humans and the devil, between good and evil, will continue on.  But the good news is that it will eventually end.  
According to Genesis 3:15, the devil will be destroyed.  And though the specific individual who will crush the serpent’s head 
is not yet know to Adam and Eve, the promise of this one, is.  And so that’s what they must cling to even as they walk out 
of Eden.  It is the promise we must cling to as we live in the world hardly recognizable as formerly “very good.” But cling 
we must.  For even in the midst of the cursing, the very good God makes a promise - the end of evil will come, the curse will 
be broken, and all things will be made new (Revelation 21:3-5; 22:1-5).
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